
Dry Battery connections 

Older battery packs before 1938 used clip, wander plugs (3/32nds” or 1/8th”, never 4mm) or studs 

to a holder.  1938 saw the introduction of the first 50mA 1.4V “All Dry” valves on Octal then 
Loctal base from Sylvania and late 1939 the B7G all glass Miniature RCA type used in US Radio 

sets from 1940 (not till 1946 in UK domestic).  The large 1.5V & 90V four pin connector is actually 

a B4 valve base and plug, with the 1.5V at the filament positions and +90V at the g2 or Anode 

point. HT- is always isolated to allow bias and on the g1 or cathode position. 

The larger snap fasteners (as on a PP9) were more popular on Continental 67V and 90V HT packs 

and smaller size (PP3) on 45V and 67V pack on USA and Japanese “Personal” radio sets.  Most of 

the packs have different spacing to the Carr Fasteners.

There were batteries in common world wide as well as specific UK/Ireland. Mallory (later renamed 

Duracell) made the UK Ever Ready in Ireland. The USA had specific types as did mainland Europe.

Older Siemens batteries in UK are London Siemens, founded by brother of the German Siemens.
Older Pertrix in UK and Germany had different part numbers for same battery.

Varta took over DEAC (NiCd packs) and Pertrix in Germany.

BEREC was Export UK Ever Ready, but 1981-1982 was UK Ever Ready. In 1996 the UK Ever 

Ready was taken over by USA Eveready (Black Cat logo originally  Ever Ready was their brand). 
The Indian Ever Ready sells NiMH under Uniross Brand. The South African Eveready is also still 

separate.

Daimon (Germany) and Superpilla (Italy) once owned by UK Ever Ready but sold (asset stripped) 

after the hostile take over by Hanson 1981/1982.
Main UK competitor to Ever Ready from 1934 was Vidor, sold in 1962. Later Mallory (Duracell)

Pile Wonder was the major French Brand.

Batterijenfabriek van Herberhold  (Witte Kat) was the major Dutch brand.

Hellensens was the very first Dry Battery maker, 10 years before US Eveready (NCC, Union 
Carbide and now Energiser). Tiger Logo. 

See www.blaukatz.com
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