
Todays Video Systems vs. those from 1936
For Amusement Only



Today - 12 fps from our eyeTrain Gen T
• This snippet from a 1936 Book on Television. The book details both the 

John Logie Baird and Farnsworth/Iconoscope system.

• Seems that 80 years ago 12.5 fps was ‘low-definition’

• Baird was Scottish, just to save anyone the trouble of pointing it out…



Coming in 2017 – Two-way Videophones

• From the same book – Logie Baird



Today - Infrared Cameras Day/Night Operation

Remote, Infra-Red television was old news in 1938…



Video Recorders, actually older than you think

• 1938 again…..  You might think that these drawings are just theories?



Not just theory



Camera Sensors

• Baird may have had a mechanical cameras and a single photo-cell but 
his camera still produced an electrical analogue video signal

• Baird scanned the subject with a light and measured the reflected 
light level with a single cell

• We illuminate the subject fully and scan millions of cells that each 
measure the reflected light level from their part of the image.

• The principle is the same…… break the image into parts and measure 
the level of that part – transmit the data serially



Colour TV is how old?

From the same 1936 book



Remote Control 1930s style

• And pear shaped too



LCD Monitors are New…?

• Only from a manufacturing point of 
view – the concept of using crystals 
to rotate polarised light in order to 
modulate its intensity was used in 
the 1930s

• LCD screens are pretty much the 
same thing except much smaller 
with more pixels

• This article is referring to something 
that never really caught on in the 
30’s



Projection Televisions

Old hat…..



Image Quality

• While the quality issues being 
discussed on the clipping to the 
right may not be familiar today, we 
are only just getting to the point of 
perfect images ourselves.



Live Video from Radio Controlled Drones

• So, was this amazing technology 
around in 1930?

• Could they drop small munitions 
on an enemy in 1930?

• Well no, not 1930……



But how about 1940?

• The ‘drone’ was a B17 Bomber
• This was the video camera used, one 

looked ahead and  another at the 
flight controls

• The drone was radio controlled from 
a following aircraft fitted with TV 
monitors via a live video link

• Auto-Pilots were around in the 1930s 
so drone stabilisation isn’t new

• The payload was 30,000lb of Torpex 
explosive



I say chaps, we’ve been there and 
done that already don’t cha’ know


