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McMichael Model 135—
of listeners who look to the Continent as
much as to this country for their wireless
programmes is beyond a shadow of doubt.
The selectivity is certainly above the
average, and appears
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ivity was even
Migher than that on
the  medium - wave
tand and some over-emphasis ot the bass
was evident on long-wave stations when
absolutely accurately tuned.

T pality of reproduction as regards
range is very much the samc
other superheterodynes in this
there can be no doubt that the
dual Joud speakers not only im-
the naturalness of the bass
ynse, but disperses the sound gener-
2llv and obviates the ““ corridor’’ effect
which sometimes results from the focus-
ing from a single loud speaker unit.

The front of the cabinet in which the
loud speaker apertures are situated is
convex, and the rounded corners give
strength to the comparatively thin walls,
which prevents the formation of wood
resonances which might spoil the other-
wise smooth qualities of the bass response.
From every point of view the cabinet de-
sign is pleasant to look upon, and is un-
gsual without breaking entirely from con-
ventional standard,

Undoubtedly the most  interesting
faature of the design as a whole is the
large rectangular tuning scale. This 1is
explored by a 4in. pointer which is geared
to give nearly a 360 deg. rotation, which,
combined with the large diameter of the
wale, gives much greater ease of tuning.
The last fraction of a degree is so magni-
fad when tuning-in a station that the
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open wavelength scale.

The chassis controls pass vertically through the top panel of the cabinet, the central control being geared to give an

Short-wave Broadcastihg

T the moment of writing, conditions
on the short waves seem to be as un-
reliable as the weather. The past two

or three days have been of the kind when
““locals,’”” normally weal, assunie {antastic
strengths.  All this, needless to say, hap-
pens at the expense of the distant stations,
which fade right away for a period.

Some of the very powerful European com-
mercial stations—notably HASz in Buda-
pest—are apt to be extremely troublesome
when conditions of this sort prevail,

Owners of unselective receivers are apt to
hear HAS2 from one end of the short-wave
spectrum to the other; and there are even
cases on record of his having been heard
on the medium- and long-wave broadcast
bands! His wavelength, incidentally, is in
the region of 23 metres.

HV], the Vatican City station, usually
associated with the wavelength of 50.26
metres, has been coming in at tremendous
strength on his other setting of 19.84 metres.
Some of the test transmissions in prepara-
tion for the relaying of the Canonisation
Service on May 1gth were particularly well
received in this country, although they were
primarily intended for New York.

The congestion on the 31-metre band is
becoming serious, and Sydney's Sunday
afterncon transmission is sometimes very
difficult to receive, unless one is using a
very selective superheterodyne. The two
German stations, DJA and DJN, working
close together, cause enough interference,
but when one has Mad EAQ), Geneva
on (CT1AA)
are really

Wi1XK, on about 31.36 meires, is a new
call-sign for the old station WiXaAZ az
Springfield.  WiXK is located at S
Mass., and relays the medium-wawve
grammes of WBZ and WBZA,

One or two readers have rep
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(Mozambique) on 8;
that we do not usua
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work (except for Ame
mornings), this reception is
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two stations both use powers of ihe ondes
of 100 watts only.
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listeners.

Similar plans, however, are afoot |
other countries, and
short waves will c
Indications are that medit
will be repeated—transnu
power will be built to overco
difficulties, and they, in their t
crease the interference. Anc so
moves on!

Ultra-short-wave broadcasting seems Io
be on the increase in the U.S.A Cves
dozen stations are now lsted below 3
metres ; whether they really pros 3
able programme service we do
It almost seems, however, that
could be effectively covered by
short-wave and ultra-short-wave <tz
sions only. MEGACY




